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Heejung Park(Conductor, Composer)

B2 QST X3 HEEZE, SHENS 90

I Johannes Brahms, Symphony No. 3 in F Major, Op.90
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42t%F Allegro - Un poco sostenuto
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Johannes Brahms, Symphony No. 1 in ¢ minor, Op. 68
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12k&t Un poco sostenuto - Allegro
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Johannes Brahms
Symphony No. 3 in F Major, Op.90

Johannes Brahms (1833~1897) wrote his third Symphony in the summer of 1883 at Wiesbaden Germany, fa-
mous for its hot springs, nearly six years after he completed his Symphony No. 2. Due to the love that could
not be done with Clara Schumann (1819~1896), which made him weep throughout his entire life, the memory
of his unfortunate childhood, and dark & gloomy weather of his hometown Hamburg, his music seems mostly
quite heavy and serious. However, this symphony is very positive and bright. Also, it is the shortest of his four
symphonies. Indeed, it is known that he often left the piano and went to the forest in Wiesbaden to take a walk
and make musical sketches for his next works. Beautiful compliments and descriptions for the nature are
found in his other works written in the same period, especially in his songs. This is one of the reasons why this
period is regarded as the happiest days of Brahms’ life along with romance rumor with singing student Hermine
Spies (1857~1893).

Symphony No. 1 in ¢ minor, Op. 68

Johannes Brahms (1833-1897) respected Beethoven very much. He recognized Beethoven as the one who per-
fected Symphony as a genre through his ninth symphony. Due to his great respect for Beethoven and this
thought, his psychological burden on writing a symphony was great. In fact, it took 21 years to complete his
first symphony although he already started its sketch in 1854 when he was 21 years old. He remembered that
when he was writing his first symphony he felt like “hearing the giant's steps coming to him behind his back”.
So that might be why there is no humor nor joke throughout all the movements but full of serious agony and
philosophical introspection; the entire symphony is very heavy and dark. His great respect for Beethoven is
demonstrated in his composing skill as followings; a simple motif developing to form an entire movement,
harmonic progression of 1st movement in minor key to the last movement in major key as in Beethoven No. 5
and 9, excessive emphasis on the tonic chord and the root note, quotation of the thematic rhythm from the
Destiny Symphony, especially the first theme of the fourth movement resembling the main theme of the Choral
Symphony. Of course, the difference between the two is great; due to Brahms’ timid and delicate personality,
he does not jump into the main theme directly as Beethoven does, but he goes through a long introduction.
Brahms failed to decide on tempo marking in the introduction of the first movement. Also, dark atmosphere
is prevailing throughout the work more than Beethoven's due to his deprived childhood. An instant controlling
his emotion always follows crying out of breaking with emotion, which makes him look more humane than the
giant Beethoven. In that time, Romanticism prevailed with tendencies of free expression and liberation from
formality. Richard Wagner (1813-1883)'s music was popular, but Brahms’ came under criticism. Revering
strict musical structure and the beauty of form, using not intuitive and sensitive inspiration but Beethovenian
elaborate and calculated composing method, and detailed logics in music; based on these techniques, this
symphony was created. That is a very necessary invaluable treasure to us who tend to forget the beauty of the
essence but more recline to cultural excessive “splendors” | mentioned above.
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